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HUMANE SOCIETY, 
On the Second TuzsDpay of Jux, 
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DISCOURSE, 


Br JOHN LATHROP, D 


At the Semiannual Meeting of the 
HvuMANE Socigrv, June 12, 1787. 

OTED, That the Honourable 

James Bowvpoin, Eſq; LL D Preji- 
dent, Thomas Ruſſell, Eſq; Firſt V. Preſident, 
Rev. Simeon Howard, D. D. Treaſurer, Rev. 
Samuel Parker, and Rev. Peter Thatcher, be 

a Committee to wait on the Rev. John La- 
throp, D. D. and return him the Thanks of 
this Society for his excellent Diſcourſe deli- 
vered this day, and requeſt a Copy thereof 
to be printed at the Societys' Expence. 


A true Copy from the Records, 
Atteſt, SAMUEL PARKER, Rec. Sec y. 
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GEN TLEMEN, 


I AM greatly honoured by the notice 
which the HuMans SocitTY have 
been pleaſed to take of the Diſcourſe deli- 
vered before them on the laſt Tueſday, and 
by the very obliging manner in which they 
have requeſted a Copy thereof to be printed. 


A DEs1RE in ſome meaſure to aid the 
cauſe of Humanity, influenced me to ac- 
cept the appointment made by the Truſtees 
of the Society, agreeably to the tenth Ar- 
ticle of the Inſtitutes ; and influenced by the 
opinion which the Society have been pleaſ- 
ed to expreſs, that the deſign of the Inſtitu- 
tion may be ſerved by publiſhing the Diſ- 
courſe, I will give a Copy for that purpoſe. 


Boſton, June, 1787. Joun . 
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fight of Gop our Saviour. 


. of. . 
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The Sir of Man 1 not come 


10 dſtrey men's lives, but to 
"* them. . 


UBLIC K Wann aun 
"onthe general principles of bene- 
volence, and calculated either to 


promote the happineſs, or to alleviate 
the ſufferings of human life, are ho- 


noured and encouraged among all the 
nee nations __ Ws Wes. 


'To feed ihe deen and eli b the 


aka to nouriſh the orphan, and 
help the widow in diſtreſs, are ſervi- 


ces acceptable and well pleaſing in the 
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Der as the mind — man is ; affeted 
with-the cries of the needy, and with 
the „gt of wretchedneſs, fo the relief 
of preſent miſery has been the object of 
thoſe benevolent inſtitutions in general 
which have heretofore been eſtabliſned 
by thel wealthy and generous. The 
| founders of benevolent inſtitutions in 
general have carried their views no 
farther than apparent death, unleſs to 
provide a decent interment for ſuch as 
could no longer receive” the. fruits of 
their liberalities. But fince the diſ- 
coveries of modern. times have ſuffici- 
ently - proved, That the total ſuſpen- 
* fion of the vital functions of the 
« animal body, is by no means in- 
« compatable with life,” * inſtitutions 
have been formed in various parts of the 
world, for the recovery of perſons, af- 
ter they had taſted death, and ſunk in- 
to a ſtate of inſenſibility, from which, 
if left without aſſiſtance, they could not 
have awoke, till the n. of the 
reſutrection. ; Ne 


0 


* Iaſtitution of the Humans Socizrr in Bofion, 


= a4 bad 
A PROPOSAL. for. a ſociety, for the 
| purpoſe now. mentioned, in former, days 
of ignorance and ſuperſtition, would no 
doubt have been treated as impious and 
abſurd: But the ſucceſs which has at- 
tended the exertions of ſocieties formed 
for the recovery of perſons viſibly dead, 
particularly ſuch as were drowned, has 
far exceeded expectation. N 


* 
* 
* , 


1 bn! 11 teal ed = | 
attended Humane Societies in Europe, a 
number of Gentlemen lately formed 
themſelves into a Society of the fame 
name, and for the ſame benevolent pur- 
Poſe, i in 1 this Commonwealth, | 


0 aaa the genera] deſign of the in- 
ſtitution, this Society have a ſtanding or- 
der, ** That ſome perſon be appointed 
* to deliver a publick Diſcourſe, on the 
« ſecond Tueſday of June, every year, 
«upon ſome Medical Subject, connect- 
„ed with the dererrheg —— of the f 
0 Oe” e 


pix? 


70 deliver a Diſcourſe upon 4 Medi- 


cal Subject, would be out of the line of 
my profeſſion: But as the Truſtees of 
the Society have ſignified their pleaſure, 
that an Inſtitution of ſo intereſting a 

nature, be introduced with a Religi- 


ous. Exerciſe, and that the firſt Diſ- 


courſe be rather on the general object 


of the Society, than confined to the 


Medical Science, I chearfully obey their 


order ; relying on the patience and 
candour of his e aſſembly. 


„ : #7 >» 


3 _ of our I wy placed. at 


the head of this FL naturally lead 


us to conſider the value of human life, 
and the duty of preſerving it * * 
method in our Pee e ee 


Tur holy Rvangelifts who hs > faiths 
fully recorded the life of Jesus CuRISTs 
abundantly teſtify that his actions per- 


fectiy correſponded. with the declara- 


tion in the text: He conſtantly went 


—_ * good. He not only ide A; 


* 


* 


the hungry, and healed the ſick, but on 
ſeveral occaſions he invaded the empire 
of death, and reſtored to diſconſolate 
mourners, their connexions and Lew 

He at once gave eee of | 
the power which he had reccived from 
his Father in Heaven, and of the va= 
lue which he fat on human life, when, 
at the city Nain, he detained the fu- 
neral proceſſion, which was performing 
the laſt kind office to the only ſon of 
an afflicted widow, and with a ſove- 
reign word, reſtored him again to 
his mother: — When he brought back 
to life the daughter of Fairus, after it 
was declared by all who ſaw her, that 
ſhe was dead ; and more particularly, 


when he raiſed Lezarus from the grave, 

after bin had been buried four n 
We may be afſiſted - in Knie an 

5 . of human life, not only by con- 


ſidering the value which was fat up- 
t B on 


e 
on it by the Son of Man,, but by at- 
| tending to the frame and conſtitution 
of our nature, together with the rank 
which we hold among the creatures of 
Gop by attending to the 4 Hire of life, | 
which is almoſt univerſal among. the 
human race, and by conſidering the 
ſervices which the children of men are 
capable of rendering one another, in the 
ſeveral connexions and relations which 85 
lain ſuſtain. 


M AN was deſigned. by his 2 
to have dominion over other animals, 
and he. was qualified for this ſuperiour 
rank by receiving a capacity for im- 
; provement, beyond any why creatures: 
on the aura 
Wea rob s contrived by human 
ſkill, and ditected by the feeble hand 
of man, are more fatal to. the ravenous 
beaſts of the © foreſt, than all their 
ſtrength and fury are io man. 


_ 


n il 
” $gvERAL' of the inferiour animals MW 
indeed diſcover ſarprifing art in pro»- 
viding for their ſupport, and in ſecur- 
ing themſelves againſt their enemies: 
But while they are furniſhed with ſuf- 
ficient ſagacity for the preſervation of 
their ſpecies, it does not appear that the 
mental faculties which they have, are 
capable of any conſiderable enlarge- 
ment. Their natural hiſtory does not 
inform us, that any tribes of animals 
below man, are better able to collect 
the means of ſubſiſtence, or to defend 
themſelves with more ſucceſs againſt 
| ſuch as would deſtroy them, than they 
were ſeveral thouſand years ago. 


Bu T the improvements in uſeful. 
knowledge, which have been made by 
man, are ſurpriſing.— Man, by tilling 
the earth, which ſeems to be his natu- 
ral buſineſs, finds by experiments and 
obſervations, that the means of ſubſiſt- 
ance 


E 


ance may be gathered from a ſmall piece 
of ground. —-Man can alſo traverſe 
the ocean, and by an art which no 
other creature hath learned, he can 
ciicum- navigate the globe, and pleaſe 
his taſte with the produce of every 
clime ; Or, by the uſe of letters, man 
may abide at home, and yet colle& 
both knowledge and wealth from na- 
tions the moſt diſtant, and the leaſt 
acquainted with each other. h 


"MR 


FARTHER, to enlarge his mind, 
and increaſe his intelle&ual happineſs, 
man, by the uſe of figures, and a few 
Inſtruments which his own {ſkill hath 
invented, can look into the heavenly 
regions—can ſurvey thoſe vaſt bodies 
which revolve about the common cen- 
tre of the Syſtem to which we be- 
long; yea, he can look beyond our 
Syſtem, and make acquaintance with 
other worlds and other ſyſtems, until 


the grandeur of the Univeiſe aſtoniſhes 
55 „ 


\ 


1 


his mind, and to uſe the words of a 
great Philoſopher and Divine, He 
« turns giddy * with the proſpect “. 


sven being his nature, and ſuch 
his capacity for improvement in know- 
ledge and intellectual felicity, we may 
be ſure the Author of his exiſtence 
deſigned him for a happy and ae 
ble rank in creation. 


is is at the 1 of the creatures 
which dwell on the face of the earth; 
but the treaſures of the earth cannot ſa- 
tisfy him: He ſeeks acquaintance with 
other worlds ;—he longs to converſe 
with ſuperiour beings, and feels the 
higheſt pleaſure in contemplating the 
perfections of his Creator, in che bound- 
leſs Univerſe. | 


S von pleaſure belongs to man; 
ſuch pleaſure he is capable of enjoying 
| in 


® Rev, Dr. Prices. 


1 


in the preſent life 3 life is therefore 
deſirab e.— There i is no evil which we ſo 
generally dread, as the loſs of life: <All 
de that a man hath will he give for his 
« life.” Every conceivable enjoy ment 
on this fide Heaven depends on the conti- 
nuance of life Crowns and ſceptres loſe 
their value as their owners draw near 
the gtave. | In that dark abode, t the 
flave and the ſovereign are equally im- 
potent: In the grave there is no know- 
ledge— no mental er joyment. « When 
« the days of a man are finiſhed, and 
«© he paſſeth away, his love and his ha- 
«* tred, and his envy periſh with him. 
e If his ſons come to honour, he know- 
4% eth it not: If they are brought low 
160 he perceiveth it not of them.” * 


As all ſenſation depends on the or- 
gans of life, ſo when thoſe organs are 


| deſtroyed, we have reaſon to fear all 
mental 


— — * 


® Jon xiv. 21. 
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mental exereiſes muſt ceaſe, until he who | 


firſt gave us exiſtence ſhall reſtore us from 


the ruins of natufe, and bring us for- 


ward to reſume the taſk, and complete 
the work W we left uofiniſhed, 4 wy 


4 Ys 3 3 V | = 
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"Ty it be true, that every conceiva- 


ble enjoyment on this ſide Heaven, de- 
pends on the continuance of life, we 


ſhall endeavour to protract our own ex- 
iſtence, and we ſhall endeavour to reſ- 
cue from the gate of death, ſuch as 
are in danger of going down to che 
grave, before their proper time. 


* 


. 


riſe in view, as we conſider the ſervices 
which the children of men are capable of 
rendering each other, in the ſeveral con- 


nexions and relations which they ſuſtain. 


Sven are our connexions, that our 
happineſs greatly _ on one ano» 


1 * „ 7 * K N 4 7 x ther.— 
* « F K 4 2 


oh * * 
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„ Dr, Has . on 5 


Tus value of human life will fill 


d 
9 
.H 


ther. —The K of's whota anc; 


(x6 ] 


pire may depend on the life of a wiſe 
and good monarch.—The happineſs of 


- a tate or province may depend on 
the life of rulers, whoſe abilities and 


fidelity merit the confidence of the 
people.—The happineſs of parents de- 
pends on the life of their children: 

And the happineſs of children depends 
on the life of their parents, eſpecially in 
their young and tender years.—Next to 
our own diſſolution, there is nothing we 


dread ſo much as the death of thoſe with 
whom we are intimately connected. 


Or THER conſiderations might be Oy 
ge ſted to illuſtrate the value of human 
life, were I not afraid of protracting 


this Diſcourſe to an improper length. 


Tur Rrength of kingdoms and em- 


pires, is in proportion to the. number 


of inhabitants, provided they ate well 
governed and d. | 


— I 


Bur the value of Hed life, is not | 


to be wholly OT the enjoy- 


ments 
N 


5 


ments of the dee POR, and the ſers 
vioes which the children of men are ca- 


pable of rendering each other : : The pre- 
ſent mode of our ex iſtence may be conſider- 


ed as a ſtate of diſcipline, deſigned by an 


allwiſe Creator to prepare us for higher 
employments, and more perfect felici- 
ty. The preſent life may be conſider- 
ed, with reference to a future ſtate, as 
childhood with reference to mature 
age, In another world we may act 
with much more. knowledge, and with 
manly vigour.—At preſent we know 
but in part, but in a future ſtate we 
may know even as we are known. 
Knowledge and happineſs may be pour- 
ed in upon our mind, in ways which 
far exceed our preſent conceptions. 
Our happineſs however, at our enteling 
on a future ſtate, will be proportion- 
ed to the improvement we now make 


of our mental faculties, and of the oppor- 
tunities we have to be uſeful, to others. 


The longer therefore we continue in 
the preſent ate, provided we make 
good improvement of our abilities, and 
opportunities for uſefulneſs, the better 
thall * we be prope. for a future world. 


2 of FroM 


[ 18 J 
FON all, thajba\bn ſaid, human 

| life appears highly valuable: : 8 It is our 
duty to preſerve. our own life, and the life 
of others. „ The Sow of Man came not 
to deſtroy men 's lives, but to ſave them.” 


* ay . 9 1 
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To faxe Tooth life, hen in 1mmi-s 
nent danger, is the great object of the 
Humane Societies which have been eſta- 
bliched in various parts of Europe; and 
of the Society of the fame name, but 
_ eſtabliſhed i in this Dp Og ealth. 


As the hiſtory 1 — 4 . ae 
7" which have been formed within the 
laſt twenty years, is not generally known, 
I preſume it will not be diſpleaſing to 
give a ſhort account of them : This 
Aſſembly will then judge whether a So- 
ciety of this ſort merits e 


Tur firſt Society of this kind which 
I ſhall mention, and the firſt for ought I 
know in the world, was eſtabliſhed at Am- 
ſlerdam, in the year 1767. A few wealthy 
Geatlemen of that City, ſtruck with a va- 
err of inſtances in which perſons falling 

e 3 into 


Wr 6 . | iq 

99 þ.5 44 10 2 : 
N . 
the water,” were oſt po want of 
Far treatment when brought. o on the. 
| ſhore, ; formed themſelves into a Socie- | 
9 for the recovery. of drowned perſons. 


Mars e N 
yy Tus reports. 3 that. Society rites! 
us, that in the ſpace of four years from 

the date of the laſtitution, one hun- 
dred and fifty drowned; perſons were 
recoveted hy the uſe, of the means, 
which the Society recommended. 

Some of the perſons thus reſtored to; life 
hag, been under water an hour and a half. 


As agen © ee dev 


"Fin. aſtoniſhing ſaccels. which, ate. 
ten ed the Exertiqns. of the, Societies; at 
Amſterdam, and at Hanburgb. encope, 
raged ſimilar Inſtitutions at Venice, Mi- 


"> 
* Pa 5 77 ſenna, Paris. and. London. . 


. . {et 


N nine "months er, the Hu umane 
Sheiecy was eſtabliſbed at Faris, the 
experiments were. made on twenty 
eight "drowned. 'perſons,.. and tweaty> | 
three of them were recovered. 


> . 
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„ Dodo, ALEXANDER Jh ect of 
Societies for the recovery of drowned perioas, &c, 
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15 20 rages 
Peu the reports o the H A 
Society in Great- Britain, it per 
i K Wy 
11 in the firſt ten years, 66: | Seven: 
hundred and nipety-l * Were re- 


40 ſtored from apparent de. ah: By 8 


15 the greateſt bart had been drown- 


ſome had lain under” water” an, 
1801 and a a” kalt, and one, , to. hours: 5 


. a+ 0d l BELTED SERA 7 „ > 4h 4 ; 
YZ BEST DEE the nuinenaud ats 5 
of recovery after drow ling. and? ſeve⸗ 
ral after ſuffocating, ſteaagling and 


other accidents, a fingular-caſe'i is relat< 
 edithys the the Rev. Mr. TOR 


PSON, 4 
Who preached” a Sermon for the Hu- 
mane. Soclecy, at Bromplon- Chapel, of 
a" Lad about eighteen years. old, who 
was ſtruck apparently dead” by a flaſh 
of 'Lightniog:;>One hour and a balf paſs 
ſed: before any means were uſed to recover 
him, and the means were continued three 
bours, before any figns of life appear» 
ed ; at length animation was reſtored, | 

py in a 2 time after he recovereF 10 


* c 1 N h * 
* 8 1 , i 


* The ord remarkable.caſe is entered on 128 Malin 


of, * A brief account of ”* Humane 8 100 eſtabliſned 
p A fy #2 98 27.4 © % 4% 79291 at; : 4 TY 4. 66 in 


322 9 TIF 1 4 


7 . 2 2 


3 is o be wiſhed. | he ; ſucceſsful 
cale may be generally, Known, that 


like Nane may be made, e 


there. hall. bs! occaſion. dec e e 

VII no figns of life 565 ö. 
peared after ſevere. ſtrokes of Ligbtaia 9 
there have ſeldom, | 1 believe, been any 
atiempts of cohſequence made to re- 
ſtore, animation. 8 But in. e caſes of 


21 1 ts 2 Ds TE 1 n a ppaten 


| RE 


36 io this kingdom, 3 Halen i che: year 1774. 
BV Doctor W. Hawss, Regilter and Secretary.” 
nee hining trends 1 oak and 
1 the 3 rocks, no, breach is made on ghe 
anima! body, by ſtrokes which occaſion inſtance death. 
Hose Lightning . 4il/, ſeems not to be generally deter- 


-£ mines by. thoſe Gentlemen who Have given attention 


ita the ſu dject.— If very heavy Rrokes: defroy the ten- 
6 der Parts of the lyſtem, ſo as to rendet all endeavours 
0 reſtore animation _ineffetual, the above caſe will 
Incline us, to think, . perſons may be flruck apparently 
dead. when no eſſential injury is dae to the organs 
of the body. | « 1 


he, 43 1 2 
I's gte, Philoſopher, « 1 © Doftor, PainoTLET, has 

given us ſome, curious experiments ia the ſecond 

r FB). of his i ingenious Treatiſe on Air, tending: to 

B "4s prore, from the diminution of common air by 
5 _ the ele@rick farb, that the latter either is, ot con- 
x dy tains Phlogiſton,. ſince it does. the he ; very.” ſame 


2 „ thing that, Posten does, * 1 FER 5 


78 145 11 


. Doctor Tuowas HEN — 


. 


- 424 


5 2 15 

W death, if the a organs | 

of life are not injured, perhaps. the 

uſe of proper means may be attended 

with as happy ſucceſs, as in caſes of 
. drowning, ſtrangling, or eee, 


Tux altoniſhing ſucceſs which bas 
| A the exertions of Societies eſta- 
bliſhed in other parts of the world 
for the recovery or drowned perſons, 
and others in whom, by various acci- 
ons; -the -vital flame | ſeemed. to be 

Fo COW Oo Ny _ wholly 


„ i 2 


Te the cledrick ſpark is eee or contains Phlo- 
5 eilen, may we not ſuppoſe when @ volume of Light- 
ning paſſes through, or involves an animal in its way 
from a cloud; or ftom the earth, the portion of reſpi- 
rable air which the animal poſſeſſed, will be in-medi- 
75 ately furcharged* with Phlogiſton: In that caſe; the 
jungs will collapſe, and all the vital functions inſtant- 
y cesſe, av in caſes where dhimals are plunged into 

\ flammable airs. or any other deadly vapours. 


M. Lavoisiae has proved by chemical experiments, 
© that only one fifth part of the armoſpherick air, in 
-- which we live, is capable of ſupporting life 3, and 

© therefore, ſhould that ſmall” part be furcharged with 

* eiten or by any means de rendered mephitick, | 

5 | te effect on ſuch animals 36 may happen to be in- 

£ - volved in ſuch air muſt de inſtant ſaffocation, .and 

death, | uoleſs prevented. by lupplyiog * . 
with good air, ns CPP "by 4 


) 


* 1 


#1 


wholly extinguiſhed, encquraged ſeveral 
Gentlemen in this Commonwealth, to 


form themſelves into a Society for like 


benevolent purpoſes z But from the time 
in which the Society was inſtituted, hi- 


therto, no perſon has been drowned in 
this neighbourhood, on whom we 
„ could be wade: 9 


As the great object oy the: Society is 
to ſave life, they not only promiſe # re- 
ward to ſech as firſt diſcover, and 
bring intelligence to one of the Phy- 
 ficians of the Society of any accidents pro- 
ducing apparent death, but they alſo pro- 
miſe a reward to any, who, by a fignal 


exertion, ſhall fave another om death. 


One caſe of this fore has pp 


and a reward has been given to a Per- 
ſoh in this Town, for exerting himſelf, 


and hazarding his own life, to ſave a 


Lad who was in Oe of aum 


under the i ice. wah 


Tae - 
— 5 * 


. * You Mr. 5 et a Lad "fall thiough the i ice, 


into the Mill-Pond ; and haſtening to the place, 


without waiting to pull off his clothes, he plunged 


into the water, and brought the Lad to the ſhore,. 


* 


28 he had ſunk ſeveral times to the bottom. 


'L 
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Tut Society have alſo printed and dit. 


perſed, 2 conſiderable number of Pamph- 
lets, containing Methods of Treatment to 
be uſed with perſons apparently dead, 
from drowning, and from ſeveral other 


accidents, which in a ſhort time muſt 


prove fatal, if no aſſiſtance ean be had. 


Tur Society alſo, taking into conſi- 
deration the deplorable condition, in 
which many of our ſea-faring Brethren 


have periſhed after ſhipwreck, for want 


of a ſhelter from the ſtorm and cold, 
determined to ered a few ſmall build- 
ings, on the moſt dangerous ports of the 


ſea-coaſt, in which ſhall be lodged mate- 


rials for the comfort of ſuch as may be 
caſt on ſhore, - Two of thoſe buildings 
will be ſoon finiſhed, when notice will 
de given of their ſituation. 


* 


Tuvs far has the Society proceeded : 
Conſiderable funds may be neceſſary in 


order to carry their deſigns fully into 
execution. They have no doubt but 


they ſhall receive every encouragement 
which they can have reaſon to expect, 
from the Government of the Common- 


wealth ; and they San it will not be 
| diff 


1 
. diſpleaſing to requeſt a collection of ſuck 
of the preſent Aſſembly, as are able and 


willing to aid their beneyolent deſigns. 


SnovuLD the ads be falliciowts 


great improvemenits may be made on the 
original plan. Premiums may be in- 


larged for the encouragement of ſuch 


as ſhall exert themſelves to ſave life : 


Experiments more numerous and more 


fatisfatory may be made to reſtore ani- 
mation, in caſes which have been ge- 
nerally thought deſperate, by which a 


more perfect acquaintance with the hu- 


man conſtitution, no doubt may be ob- 
fained, and the art of healing may be 
zendered more extenſively uſeful. 


ALTHOUGH we are not to expect 


the fatal effects of diſeaſes can be wholly 


prevented by any efforts of human wiſ- 
dom, and human benevolence, we may 
however indulge a hope, that by pro- 
greſſive improvements in the knowledge 


of nature in general, and the noble art 


of healing in particular, many diſeaſes 
which have heretofore ſpread deſolation 


far and wide, may be greatly mitigated, 
—_ . . vas 


— 
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ON E dreadful diſeaſe, * which next to 


the plague, had been for ages the terror and 


deſtroyer of mankind, is now almoſt de- 


prived of its power to hurt.-It is impoſlible 
to ſay how far other diſeaſes may be ſub- 


dued in conſequence of future diſcoveries, 


As the human ſyſtem i Is compoſed of 


materials, ſubject to daily alterations, 


from the very aliments which we receive, 
and from the air which we inſpire, - we 
mult not expect in the preſent world, to 
be exempt from diſeaſes and death : 
But the diſcoveries lately made by che- 


mical experiments, and particularly by 


experiments on air, encourage a hope, 
that remedies may be found to counter- 
act, and for a much longer time than 


Heretofore, prevent the fatal conſequen- 


ces of thoſe alterations in the animal 


ſyſtem, to which it is liable. + 
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+ © It 18 with peculiar pleaſure,” ſays te eee 
« that I cen congratulate the Publick, on the acquiſition 
* of ſo valuable un addition to the Materia Medica, Cfix- 
« (d air. Doctor PETA has favoured the Publick 
* with ſome celes, in which fixed air thrown into the in- 


© teſtines prudguced ci f hle Lenght x : That Gentle- 
man's 
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Aix and heat may be conſidered, as 
principal cauſes of animation. When 
the great AUTHOR of nature had complet- 
ed the human body, He breathed into it, 
and gave it life. Future experiments 
muſt determine, if the diſcovery ſhall 
ever be made, how long the body may 
remain inſenſible, and apparently dead, 
and yet, if the organs are not eſſentially 
Injured, may , be animated by inducing 
"heat, and ſupplying the lungs with 
good air. It is demonſtrated that the 
body may be animated, after all appear- 
ances of life have ceaſed for ſeveral hours. 


Bur leſt any, from what has been 
ſaid on the ſubject of reſtoring animation, 
ſhould wiſh to have experiments made 
in caſes where there can be no proba- 
bility of ſucceſs, it may not be amiſs to 
obſerve, —attempts cannot be encourag- 
ed for the recovery of thoſe who are 

worn 
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c man's practice, and the obſervations of other ingeni- 

© on Phyſicians, have ſince furniſhed ſome additional ca- 
« ſes, in which the good effects of this medicine were in- 
1 diſputable. It has alſo been applied with great ſucreſs 
« 2s a fumi;-ation to ſoul ulcers, and I have uſed it with 
« the moſt happy event in purrid fore throats, and vicera:, 
«© ed mouths and gums, attended with putrid ſymptoms.” 
Vide, M. Lavoisier's Eſſays Phyfical and Chemical, 


FE 
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Fr 
worn out with age, ot die of diſeaſes which 
ecnually injute the organs of the body, 


Cases which afford hope of ſucceſs 
ale thoſe in general called ſudden 
ccaths ;—ſuch as drowning, fainting, 


9 

ſuffocating by the noxious vapours of 
burning coal, fermenting liquors, wells, 
citterns, and other coniined and deep pla- 

ces, to which we may add, ſtrokes of hght- 
ning, ſtrangling; * — and in general all 
caſes of apparent death, where there is 
reaſon to ſuppoſe the organization of the 
body emal, as intire. WiAEN“ 


There ste ſeveral caſes iclated oy Dutton Jonxsox, of 
perſons reitored from apparent death, after being 
ſuffoeated and ſtrangled. 


Me. GLoven, Surgeon | in Doctor's Commons, Londen, 
communicated the caſe cf Patrick Reaman, who was 
h-aged in the City of Cork, tor a ttreet-robbery, 


Tits Culprit hung twenty-nine minutes; no figns of 
| lite appeared atter the brit four minutes, 


On the Sherifi's retiring, the rope was cut, and the body 
was carried toa field, near the place of execution, where 
the uſual methods for recovering perſons apparently 
dead were uſed near four hours, without any effect. 
„ Mr. GLoveR then made an jnciſion through the kin, 
* into the wind-pipe, in the uſual manner, and blew 
« ftrongly through a canuls ioto the lunga: Abouy 
«© twenty minutes after, the blood, at the temporal arte- 
„ ry, „hien had been opened, began to tun, and a ſlow 
6 pulſe was juſt perceptable.” Tho experiments 

very 
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Wu NEVER we are happy enough to 
recover any of our fellow-creatures from 
. apparent death, the Humanity which 
ve profeſs, will exciteus to afford them all 
needed aſſiſtance, ſo that their ranſomed 
days may prove peculiarly advantageous. 


To the honour of the Humane Society in 


Great- Britain, they not only endeavour to 


ſave life when in imminent danger, but 


they provide means of inſtruction for ſuch 
as by their exertions, have been ſaved 


from death. Perſons thus recovered, 


are aſſembled at ſtated periods for reli- 
gious worſhip, and devotional books, 
ſuited to their circumſtances, are diſtri- 
buted among them. | 


You will allow me to inſert a few ſen- 
tences from a Letter ſent by an eminent 
Phyſician in England, to one of the Inſti- 
tutors of that Humane Society, accompa- 
nying 


** = — 


were carried on from two o' clock, until a little after 


ſeven, before the poor Creature was ſutiicieatly alive 


to open his eyes: But the ſecond day he was fo well 
as to walk eight miles back into the Country, to elude 


the ſearch of the Otiicers of Juſtice, —He was ſeen 


| ſeveral years afterwards, by perſons who related that 
he was in good health. 
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„ - 
nying a ſum of money to purchaſe books 
ior the purpoſe juſt mentioned. | 


IN reflecting, ſays he, upon the 
* nature and deſign of the Humane Socie- 
* f, one cannot. but recal to mind, with 
* a kind of pious retroſpection, the won- 


* derful example of our SaviouR, in 


ce raiſing multitudes from the dead, and 


going about to ſave life, and promote 


« religion. This divine example the 
«*« Society has laudably imitated, and its 


cc endeavours have been bleſſed with ſuc- 


* ceſs. The huſband has been reſtored 
© to the diſconſolate wife, the father to 


© the helpleſs child; and above all, 


many an unhappy victim of intempe- 
„ rance and deſpair has revived to 
« fentiments of virtue and piety. 


„In moſt of the Inſtitutions in this 


«« Metropolis, founded by the benevo- 


te Jence and humanity of its. Inhabitants, 
* the principal object has been the re- 
* lief of preſent miſery : But the atten- 
* tion of the Humane Society, has been 
* extended beyond the grave : In giv- 


* ing life to the expiring corpſe they 
have 


* 
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. have likewiſe endeavoured to reani- 


* mate the mind, and awaken it to a 
« ſenſe of reverential gratitude to the 
great GIVER and PRESERVER of life. 


„ TaxRE is no picture in hiſtory ſo 
e tenderly affecting, as the aſſemblage of 


a the numerous objects whom the Society 


« have been made the inſtruments of 


ha redeeming from death, when united 
in publick devotion. 


«c Tas tear of compaſſion and Ompa- 


* thy, drawn from every eye, by ſuch a 


« fight, is the ſtrongeſt tribute of pub- 
« lick approbation that can be given to 
te the exertions of the Society.” * 


TEE pious and truly benevolent ſenti- 
ments expreſſed in this Letter, dd honour 
to the Writer, and to the Inſtitution of 
which he is a Member. — More need 
not be ſaid to encourage the uſe of pro- 
per means, and ſhow the high probability 


of reſtoring animation in many caſes, 
after the body hath lain a conſiderable 


time apparently dead. 
50 
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No tongue can expreſs the joy we 
1 feel, were the companion of our 
ſoul were a beloved child, or any dear 
friend, who had been ſnatched from us 
by ſome dreadful accident, reſtored a- 
"pain to our boſom, from the ſhroud, or 
from the coffin [ 


Tr1s joy has been realized by ſucceſsful 
exneriments, in other parts of the world: 
This joy, it is poſſible, ſome of our con- 
nexions or acquaintance, may have an op- 
portunity to realize, in future time. 


A REMARKABLE caſe has been com. 


municated to the Society, of a Gentleman, 


who, I ſannoſe, is now living in Phila- 


_ delhhia :—Five of fix years ago he was 


in France, where he was ſick, and was 


ſuppoſed to have died: Three days af- 
ter his ſuppoſed death, a Phyſician hap- 


pening to look into the coffin, juſt be- 


fore the corpſe was to have been buried, 
jndged from the countenance, animation 
might be reſtored : The funeral was 


delayed, and by the uſe of proper 
means, the Gentleman was reſtored 


to his friends and to the world. 


Tus 
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Turs inſtance. ſhould caution OR "= 
gainſt haſtening the body of our friends 
to the grave. In caſes of ſudden death, 
the laſt ſolemn rite ſhould not be per- 
formed until there be evident marke 

of putrefaQtion, * | | 
E Bur 
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Another caſe, communicated by Jonarnan WIIII- 
A Ms, jun, Eſq; which he received from Dr. Fx Ax KLIx, 
T fling into this note, on account of its ſingular nature. 


A GenTLEMan, who Jaboured under a diſeaſe which 
he himſelf ſuppoſed would prove mortal: When he 
approached the laſt aponies, his faithful Servant was 
weeping by his fide 5 he ordered the Servant to watch 
him, and when he had breathed his laft, to get naked 
into his bed, and as far as poſſible incompaſs the bo- 
dy ; then to breathe forcibly into his mouth, and to 
continue this act until he ſhould recover, or become 
cold: The Servant punctually obeyed : The Gentle- 
man recovered, and . to relate the ſtory many 
years after. 


Wirnour taking any thing from the miracle, in the re- 
covery of the young Shunammite, recorded in the fourth 
chapter of the ſecond book of Kings, we cannot. help 
obſerving, the Prophet Zi;he made uſe of means ſome- 
- what ſimilar to thoſe uſed in the caſe juſt related, 
„ And he went up and lay upon the child, and put 
& his mouth upon 55i, mouth, and his eyes upon +is 
«© eyes, and his hands upon 4is hands, and he ſtreteh- 
« ed himſelf upon the child, and the fe of the child 
e WAXED WARM.—And the child ſneeſed---and 
„ opened his eyes,” | 


ia 3 


grave of ſuch of our fellow-creatures, 


as may have, alaſs ! too ſoon, been joined 
to the congregation of the dead, let us 
preſent our grateful ackriowledgments to 


to the FAT HER of LIE, that he hath, 
in this age of rapid improvement, led 


to thoſe important diſcoveries, by which 
many of the human race may be ſav- 
ed from an untimely end. 


Tux tender feelings of our heart, and 
the Spirit of our holy Religion, happily 
unite in the cauſe of Humanity. 


Taz Son of Gop came into the world 
to ſave the life, and promote the happi- 
neſs of the children of men. 


Ler it be our determination to fol- 


low his moſt amiable example. Let us 
be conſtant and unwearied in works of 


Humanity, and we ſhall receive the full re- 
ward of our labours, when thoſe who found 


relief from our hand, when ready to 


periſh, ſhall riſe up and call us BLESSED. 
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APPENDIX: 


Containing A ſhort Account 96 the 


HUMANE SOCIETY, in. 
the Commonwealth of Mass A- 


CHUSETTS: Together with the 
MtETrop of TREATMENT to 
be uſed with Perſons apparently 
dead from drowning, &c. 


FN che year 1785 ſeveral Phyſicatis, 

and a number of other Gentlemen 
in the Town of Bofon, having ſome ac- 
quaintance with Societies in Europe, which 
have been formed within the laſt twen- 
ty years, for the recovery of perſons ap- 
parently dead from drowning, ſuffocation, 
ſtrangling and other accidents, propoſed 
to eſtabliſh a Society of a ſimilar kind 


in this Commonwealth. A Subſcription. 


was accordingly opened ; and a ſufficient 
number having entered their Names, a 

Meeting was appointed for the choice of 
Officers,and the eſtabliſhment of ſuchRules 
as were thought neceſſary for the future 
direction of the Society, Tur 


_ 
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Tux annual Meeting for the " — 
Officers, is on the firſt Tueſday in Decem- 
ber. The preſent Officers of theSociety are, 


The HoxouRABL E 
JAMES BOW DOIN, Eſq; L. L. D. 
PRESIDENT. © 


| Tromas Russ EL L, Eſq; 
Firſt Vice-Preſident. 


Jo Rx WARREN, M. D. 
Second Vice-Preſident. 


Rev. SIMEON HOWARD, D. * 
Treaſurer. 


Rev. SAMUEL PARKER, 
Recording - Secretary. 


Rev. Joun CLARKE, 
Correſponding- Secretary. 


TRUSTEES, 


| Rev. Joun LaTHROP, D. D. 
Rev. PETER THACHER,. 

Doct. THomas WErLcn, 
Mr. NATHANAEL BALCH, 
AARON DEXTER, M. D. 
SAMUEL HENSH Aw. Eſq; 


AGREEABLY . 


AZPiP EINN DI X. iii 

AGREE ABLY to the tenth Article of 
the Inſtitutes, at the Semiannual*Meet- 
ing, which is on the ſecond Tueſday 
in June, a Publick Diſcourſe is deliver- 
ed by ſome Perſon appointed by the 


Truitees for that purpoſe, upon ſome 
Medical Subject, connected with the 


principal objects of the Society; and 
on the ſame day agreeably to the thir- 
teenth Article, the Preſident and Truſtees 
adjudge a Medal to the Author of the 
moſt approved Diſſertation which they 
ſhall have received in the courſe of the 

preceeding year, : | 
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Mz TuoDs of TagATMURNT to 


dead from drowning, &c. 


T HOUGH the following Methods 


are chiefly adapted to caſes of apparent 


death from drowning, yet the Society 


think it proper to obſerve, that moſt 
of the means of reſtoration herein re- 


commended are applicable to a conſi- 


derable variety of other caſes, ſuch as 
hanging, convulſion fits, cold, ſuffo- 


cation by damps, or noxious vapours, 


the ' confined air of wells, ciſterns, 


ca ves, or the muſt of fermenting li- 


quors.— The Society have in the moſt - 
eſſential Articles of Treatment, fol- 
lowed the recommendations of foreign 


Societies of a ſimilar nature; though 


J. 


they have endeavoured by a few ne- 


ceſſary alterations, to render them 


more conformable to the particular 
circumſtances of the Country. 


Il E unfortunate perſon is to be 
cConveyed carefully to the neareſt 


publick or other houſe open for its 
reception, in ſuch a manner as to prevent 


the extinction of any ſmall remains of 
life that may exiſt : For this purpoſe the 


head is to be raiſed a little, as in bed, 


and 
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and the body ſhould be carried in a natural 


and eaſy poſture, as in the ſame ſituation. 


Il. Tus object is to be immediately 


ſtripped, and laid on a warm bed, and 


the /in well dried with heated flannels, 
the mud and froth to be removed from 
the mouth and noſtrils; if the body was 
naked at the time of the accident, it is 
then to be ſurrounded as expeditiouſly as 
poſſible with a hot blanket, and thorough- 
ly dried with coarſe cloths or flannels. 


III. Wren the air is very cold or moiſt, 
the various Methods of Treatment are to 
be made uſe of near à large fire, or in a 
heated apartment. On the other hand, 
if the weather is warm, or ſultry, (as in 


the ſummer ſeaſon)the windows and doors 


of the room ſhould be opened ; and in eve- 


ry other poſſible way a cool refreſhing air . 


obtained ; as it is of the greateſt impor- 
tance in bringing forward the latent ſpark 
of life, or in reſtoring natural breathing. 


IV. No perſons are to be admitted in- 
to the room, but thoſe who are actually em- 


pulwoyed in exerting their utmoſt endeavours 


for the recovery of the unfortunate; ſix 
perſons are therefore the greateſt num- 
ber that can ever prove uſeful on ſuch oc- 


caſions ; and thoſe who are by- ſtanders 


for 
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for the ſake of curiofity ſhould be re- 


queſted to withdraw, as their preſence may 
retard or totally prevent the reſtoration. 

V. Tux ſmoke of tobacco thrown up 
the fundament ſhould be ranked among 
the earlieſt applications; if a umigator * 
ſhould not be at hand, the common pipe 
will anſwer the purpoſe of applying this 
vapour to the bowels. So eaſy and im- 
portant an operation ſhould he repeatedly 


performed, as the good effects of tobac- 


co ſmoke have been proved in many caſes. 


VI. Tur {kin is to be gently rubbed 


with warm woollen cloths, and a warm- 
ing-pan heated (the body being fur- 
rounded with flannel) may lightly be 


moved up and down the back for a confi- 


derable time. Wooden bottles, filled 
with hot water, &c. or heated bricks, co- 


applied to the ſoles of the feet, palms of 


the hands, and other parts of the body. 


the expenſe of the Society ; one ſet is depoſited, by order 
of the Truſtees, with Do&, Joux WARREN, in Schools 
Street, another with Dot. DA vip Townss wp, in Eſſex. 
Street: The Truſtees intend, as ſoon as poſſible, to pro- 
cure one or two more ſets, whep the Publick will be notif- 
ed with whom they are lodged, — When the common pipe 
is uſed, the ſmoke is to be blown with the mouth from the 


bowl, through the ſtem, into the fundament, covering 


the bowl with a handkerchief, or thin piece of linen. | 


” 
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vered with flannel, may be efficaciouſy 


* Two ſets of theſe inſtruments are already procured at 
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VII. Ix child has been drowned, its body 

ſhould be wiped perfe&ly dry, and imme- 
diately placed in bed between two perſons 
of good conſtitution; the ſalutary effects of 


the natural vital warmth have been clear- 


ly proved. in a variety of ſucceſsful caſes. 
VIII. Tre body is to be rubbed with 
flannels, ſprinkled with ſpirits, and fo- 8 
mentations of hot rum are to be applied 
to the breaſt, &c. and often renewed. 
The noſtrils may be every now and 
then tickled with a feather; ynuſ and 
Vvolatiles ſhould be occafionally made uſe 
of, to excite ſneezing if poſſible. The 
various means of recovery ſhould be made 
uſe of by the aſſiſtants for ſeveral hours, 
the body is to be gently ſhaken every ten 
minutes, in order to render the proceſs 
mare certainly ſucceſsful ; and the bodies 
of children in particular are to be agitated, 
by taking hold of their arms and legs 
frequently, and for a continuance of 
time. In a variety of inſtances agitation, 
in conjunction with the methods laid 
down, has forwarded the recovery of boys 
who had been drowned, and continued 
for a confiderable time apparently dead. 


IX. Ir there be any figns of returning 

life, ſuch. as ſighing, gaſping, convulſive 

motions, pulſation or a natural warmth, a 
he. F ſpoonful 
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ſpoonful of any warm liquid may be ad- 

miniſtered ; and if it proves that the power 
of ſwallowing i is returned, then a cordial 
draught may be given in ſmall quantities, 


but not without the direction ofa Phyſician. 


Bux EDI 7s never to be employed in ſuch 
caſes, unleſs by the direction of one of the 
Medical Aſiſtants, or ſome other reſpetable 
Gentleman of the Faculty, who has paid 
attention to ſuch unfortunate accidents. 


| Taz methods which have been ſo ful- 
ly recommended, are to be made uſe of 
with vigour for ſeveral hours, although 
no favourable circumſtances ſhould ariſe : 


for it is a vulgar and dangerous opinion 


to ſuppoſe that perſons are irrecoverable, 
becauſe life does not ſoon make its ap- 
pearance ; and upon this opinion, an 
immenſe number of the ſeemingly dead 
have been committed to the grave, who 
might have been RESTORED To LIFE, 


| by reſolution and perſeverance in the 


Plans of Treatment now recommended, 
WHENEVER any good has been pro- 


duced by the means recommended, the 


Perſon who has ſuperintended the cure. 
is defired to write a circumſtantial ac- 
count of it to the Society. | 
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Doctor Samuel Adams, 


e Mr. Thomas Amory, 
c Mr. Azor Archbald, 
4 John Avery, jun. Eſq; 
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